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The Chimes 
Saint Timothy’s  Episcopal Church,  Roxborough  

New Year's Resolutions 
   How many of you made New Year's Resolutions?  

Most of us do, but most of us also fail to keep them.  

Right now 2012 stands before us, new born and ripe 

with potential.  What would you like to get out of this 

year?  A new job?  A bigger pay check?  A better rela-

tionship with your kids or with your parents?  A 

healthier relationship with your spouse?  Maybe you 

want to lose weight or quit smoking or eat better....  

Or maybe you would like to finally finish a project or 

master a skill.  What are your dreams for 2012? 

   I wonder how many of you listed something about 

G-D?  It doesn't have to be something overt like "I 

want to read the bible every day" or "I want to draw 

closer to G-D."   

   The truth is that we set spiritual goals for ourselves 

all the time, we just don't always recognize them as 

being spiritual.  How many of us want to be better 

parents, better spouses, better friends, better people?  

How many of us want to be better citizens... to share 

more of what we have, to be more grateful for the  

blessings we have been given, to help make a differ-

ence in the lives of others, to help those less fortunate, 

to be betters stewards of our community and our 

planet?  Even though they may not overtly include 

any reference to G-D, they are all in fact very spiritual 

goals.  Since these are goals that can be shared by 

people of any faith or even those with no faith or be-

lief in G-D you might wonder what makes them spiri-

tual.  They are spiritual in that they reflect our com-

mitment to values higher than simply our own satisfac-

tion or pleasure.  Indeed, they show that we believe in 

something greater and more important than our-

selves.   

   St. Timothy's is committed to being a place that can 

help you further your spiritual goals, not just those for 

2012 but all of them.  Indeed, St. Timothy's is more 

than simply a place in the geographical sense.  We are 

a community.  That means that we are committed to 

helping you reach your individual spiritual goals as 

well as articulating goals and projects that we will work 

on together.  Some of those goals will be new, others 

are time honored and are something that we do year 

after year.   

   For example, we are pleased to continue to work as 

partners in ministry with North Light through our 

support of their food cupboard, known as FISH, 

through Santa's Helpers and by again providing a 

place for their Empty Bowls dinner.  We will again 

host families from Northwest Philadelphia Interfaith 

Hospitality Network.  We will again support one of 

our own member, in this case Ginny Kaufmann, as 

she goes to serve on a medical mission.  We will 

reach out to the community by offering Vacation Bi-

ble School and St. Francis Fest.   

   But in order to grow we must also venture out into 

new areas.   This year we will be partnering with Sea-

man's Church Institute to support their ministry to 

sailors.  We will renew and deepen our ties to St. 

Timothy's, Barnes Mountain, by sending a mission 

team to meet the people and work on their homes.  

We are also renewing our historic ties to Memorial 

Hospital.  Father Kirk is leading a spirituality group 

there and hopes to further that relationship as 2012 

progresses.  Finally, we are participating in the Bible 

Challenge.  To date 17 of you have signed up and 

there is always room for more to join us as we journey 

through the scriptures.   

   I don't know about you, but I always find it easier to 

reach my personal goals if I know that I am not alone.  

Knowing that there are others who are sharing the 

challenge with me, who will both support me if I 

struggle and also will hold me accountable if I slack 

off helps generate more motivation and energy.  Join-

ing with us in one or many of these endeavors can do 

a lot to help you reach your own spiritual goals.  

Working together to help others with their basic 

needs or to intentionally explore your relationship 

with G-D can make a real difference in your 2012!  

We just wanted you to know that St. Timothy's is 

there to support you in that journey and help you ful-

fill your New Year's resolutions.   

Fr. Kirk+ 
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YOUTH GROUP SCOOP 
 
We are excited to report that we now have seven 
members! Though our group is small, we are very 
busy! In October, we participated in the St. Francis 
Fest. We also had our first meeting to plan our Fall/
Winter activities. In November we met to make a 
Thanksgiving tree for the parishioners. They could 
express what they were thankful on colorful leaves 
and hang them. Then we came together to prepare 
a Thanksgiving meal for our families. In December 
we adopted a North Light family and worked to-
gether to shop and wrap the gifts we’d purchased. 
We’re looking forward to more fun activities in the 
near future! 

 

 

Vestry Elections 
 
One major aspect of our annual meeting is the election of Vestry members. Any adult (18+) who regularly at-
tends services and supports the parish financially with a minimum of $5 per year (with an official record of their 
giving, either envelopes or giving number) is eligible to vote. A list of eligible voters will be posted at the cross-
aisle of the church. If you believe you are eligible, please check for your name on the list. 
 
In terms of candidates there are five people running for four slots. They are (in alphabetical order): 
 
Jackie Anderson–Jackie has attended for many years and completed her first term on Vestry. She has served 
as Rector's Warden and participates on the Parish Life Committee, as well as oversees Sunday School. She 
attends the 10:30 service. 
 
Chip Brady–Chip is a lifelong member who in years past served as an acolyte. This year he also served as a 
delegate to Diocesan Convention. He attends the 10:30 service. 
 
Don Hendrickson–Don has attended for more than five years and completed his first term on Vestry. He par-
ticipates in services as usher and lector and has also served as a youth mentor. He attends the 10:30 service. 
 
Rich Krueger–Rich has attended for over six years. He has served as usher, lector and participated in the 
Cookie Exchange. He serves on the Youth Committee and was a youth mentor. He attends the 10:30 service. 
 
Gwynne Peters–Gwynne has attended for more than five years. She serves on the Youth Committee, was a 
youth mentor and has participated in the Cookie Exchange and Craft Group. She attends the 10:30 service. 
 
Our thanks to outgoing members of Vestry, Larry Birch and Meredith Twardowski. Larry served two terms and 
has to rotate off. During that time he has served very ably as Property Chair. Meredith completed one term but 
due to a work-related move is no longer able to stay as involved. She has worked with the Youth Commit-
tee. We thank them both for their generous service and wise leadership. 

Beer Barons Event 
 
For the second year in a row, St. Timo-
thy's own Franklin Society partnered with 
our friends at West Laurel Hill Cemetery 
for their Beer Barons to Home Brewers 
event. 

Although the crowd was not as big as last year, the event 
still drew a great group of beer lovers, including several of 
our own parishioners. West Laurel Hill and Laurel Hill are 
the resting places for a number of prominent Philadelphia 
brewers. At each gravesite, we tried a sample of homebrew 
and heard a lecture on the brewer buried there. At the end 
of the tour everyone went back to eat and hear the results of 
the competition (Fr. Kirk again was a judge).  
 
A big thank you to West Laurel 
Hill which again has agreed to 
donate part of the proceeds to 
St. Timothy's. We look forward 
to an even bigger and better 
event in May of this year. 
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The Greening of the Church 
 
Each year, our Christmas services are enhanced by the 
enchanting atmosphere of the greenery and poinset-
tias. Thanks to all of the parishioners who assisted our 
Sexton in preparing the church to look 
so festive! 
 

Reception at the Rectory 
 
Over the holiday season, the Berlenbach’s 
opened up their home to St. Timothy’s parishion-
ers for their annual reception. Thanks to all who 
attended and especially Father Kirk and Becky 
for hosting a wonderful afternoon of food, fellow-
ship and fun! 

 

 

Cookie Exchange 
 
In December, we held our annual cookie ex-
change. Thank you to all of the bakers and tasters 
for participating in this delicious tradition. A special 
thanks to Jeanne Maria Todd and Heather Sheri-
dan for making festive wine glasses for this event! 

 

 

 

The Great Pack-up 
 
Sadly, some of our neighbors can’t afford 
to put food on the table for their families 
or purchase presents to put under the 
tree. St. Timothy’s and North Light once 
again came together to intervene by col-
lecting food items and offering the oppor-
tunity to adopt selected families, in which 
gifts are purchased for them. On Decem-
ber 17, several volunteers came together 

to pack up donated food and gifts for delivery to these 
deserving families. Many thanks to all who contributed 
food, gifts, and their time to help those less fortunate. 
 
We wanted to share following thank you note was sent 
for food and gifts provided by our church and Sandy 
Abrams, who adopted the family. 

Dear St. Timothy’s and Sandy, 

I just wanted to thank you for all the wonderful gifts that 
you gave my family. I can't put into words how grateful I 
am for your help!  

The girls will both enjoy shopping and 
painting each other's nails. 

Thank you for the candles! 

You are my angels! Merry Christmas. 

Love, Rose, Gianna and Miya 

A Barnes Mountain Christmas 
 
This holiday season, St. Timo-
thy’s once again collected gifts 
for Barnes Mountain. Thank you 
to all who donated and helped 
with getting packages ready to 
ship. Your generosity really does 
make a difference! 



 

 

   8  Ethan Berlenbach  

 10  John Doherty   

 13  Chris Gill, Kyler Watson  

 16  Ethan Wang  

 20  Pattie Fitzsimmons 

 22  Barbara Watson  

       Amy Drobil  

 25  John O’Neill  

 26  Katherine Baran  
 

 

Birthdays and Anniversaries 
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Anniversaries 
 
February 

 26   Joe & Pattie Fitzsimmons 
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Milestones 
 

Death: 
 
 November 15, 2011  Hilma Larkiin 

Save the Date! 
 

January 15–Seaman Church Institute Sunday 

January 29–Patronal Festival, one service at 9:30 

followed by the Annual Meeting in the Parish Hall 

February 21–Shrove Tuesday 

February 22–Ash Wednesday 

February 29–Lenten Series begins 

April 1–Palm Sunday 

April 8–Easter Sunday 

                                   Birthdays 

January 

 13   Zachary Watson  

 15   Janice Fetscher  

 23   Heather Sheridan  

 25   Kim Eberle-Wang  

 26   Kirk Berlenbach  

 
February 

   2  Jennifer Rose   

   7  Neil Pierson  

       David Morgan  

Seaman’s Church 
Institute Sunday 

 
On January 15 we are 
pleased to welcome 
Father Jim VonDreele, 
director of Seaman's 
Church Institute.  
 
He will preach at both 
services and present a 
video on their important 
ministry during 
both coffee 
hours. 

Scout Award  

Presentation 
 

Congratulations to Zach-
ary Watson received his 
religion badge from the 
Scouts during service on 
December 11. He was 
mentored through the 
process by Pat 
Fitzsimmons who as-
sisted with the presenta-
tion. A number of fellow 
scouts and leaders also 
attended the service.  

Find Us on  
Facebook! 

 
We now has a Facebook 
page. It is our hope that 
this page will not only 
help us connect better 
with our current mem-
bers, but to reach a wider 
audience and potential 
new parishioners as well.  
 
Search for St. Timothy’s 
Episcopal Church and 
“like” us today! 

2012 Lenten Series 

 

This year’s Lenten Series will begin on February 29 and 
continue for five consecutive Wednesday evenings. The fo-
cus will be on Celtic spirituality, inspired by Father Kirk’s 
sabbatical in Ireland. A simple soup supper will accompany 
each lesson. For any questions about the series, please 
contact the Parish office. 

Caroling at 

Pensdale 
 

A big thank you to the 
choir members and 
Jeanne Maria Todd 
who took an after-
noon to volunteer and 
help spread some 
holiday joy by singing 
carols to the seniors 
at Pensdale. 
 
 

Annual Meeting 
 

Our annual meeting will be on January 29 
after the 9:30 service. This is the chance for 
us to gather in one place to reflect on the 
past year and discuss where God is calling 
us to go. We will also be electing new Vestry 
members. All are encouraged to attend. 
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Stewardship 

 
Thanks to all for making the 2012 Stewardship 
Campaign a rousing success! We have collected 49 
pledges with a total of $69.516.00 pledged. To put 
things in perspective, this is over twice the number of 
pledges in previous years and twice the total which is 
usually pledged. Thank you again for standing up for 
St. Timothy's! Your commitment is reflected not only 
in your financial pledges but also by the many 
volunteer hours committed to the missions of our 
church during the 2011-2012 Christmas season.  

 

Thank you and I hope you had a blessed Christmas. 

 

~Ralph Morgan, Committee Chair 

Property Report 
 

The exterior painting was wrapped up in early fall and 

you can really see the difference! The sale of 159 Shurs 

Lane made it possible for us to manage the $19,000 

price tag. Late fall always brings the chore of clearing 

the leaves which takes about two weeks. The volun-

teers from St. John's Community has been helpful in 

keeping the interior of the buildings clean. So far, no 

snow which is good news! As always there is more to 

be done that so if you are willing to volunteer some time 

to clean, polish or paint, please let us know. 

2012 Bible Challenge 
 
It is hard to believe 2012 is here. This leads me to think 
of how I can improve my life this year. The sad truth is 
many clergy don’t make enough time to nurture our own 
personal relationship with G-D. We are too busy or fo-
cused on helping our parishioners with their own faith. 
This describes me well. So I am making my resolution 
to participate in a program called The Bible Challenge. 
In short, I am going to read the entire Bible in one year.  

It sounds daunting; the Bible is indeed a big book. Yet it 
also tells the story of the relationship between humanity 
and G-D. It has the power to inspire, challenge and 
even offend us. But more than anything you will see it 
has the power to change our lives. 

Spreading it out over a year it doesn't take much time, 
only 15-30 minutes a day. It doesn't matter which trans-
lation you read. The New Revised Standard Version is 
the one we use for the lessons in church. The New In-
ternational Version is also popular. If you want to en-
hance your reading I recommend the New Oxford An-
notated Bible as it has excellent footnotes. If you want 
something more modern I recommend The Message or 
The Story. The only version I would advise against is 
the King James. Although its language is poetic it is not 
easy to understand. And it doesn't matter how or when 
you read it. You can read in the morning or at night or 
on lunch break. You can listen to it on your iPod or read 
it on a Kindle. All that really matters is to do it. 

If you decide to join me or have any questions, please 
email me at fatherkirk@comcast.net as soon as possi-
ble so I can give you further instructions. And invite 
your family and friends to take the Challenge with you! 
You'll be amazed at the new conversations you'll have. 

Baptism 

 
Congratulations to newly bap-

tized, Emma Elizabeth Blodgett, 

daughter of Nathan and Jessica 

Bloggedt. She was baptized on 

November 13, 2011. 

Finance 
 
Envelopes and giving numbers are now available at 
the rear of the church. If you see a neighbor or 
relative's giving envelopes, please take the time to 
deliver them. It is a good way to keep touch with 
friends and will save us postage. 
  
Remember that the last Sunday for donations that 
will count toward 2011 will be Sunday, January 8th. 
You will not be able to donate towards 2011 after 
that since we will begin to work on individual giving 
statements for tax purposes. 
 
If you don’t have envelopes and would like them, 
please contact the Parish office. If you’d rather not 
use envelopes, you will be assigned a giving 
number. 
 
Giving statements will be available at the end of 
January. If you receive a 2011giving statement that 
you feel is in error please let me know so that it can 
be corrected. 
  
Thank you for your support during 2011 and always. 
 

~Ralph Morgan, Accounting Warden 
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NON-PROFIT ORG. 

TIME VALUE 

 

Saint Timothy’s Episcopal Church 

5720 Ridge Ave 

Philadelphia, PA 

Phone: 215-483-1529 

Fax: 215-483-4476 

Website: www.sttimothysrox.com 

Email: sainttimothys@comcast.net 

 

Parish Staff 

The Reverend Kirk T. Berlenbach, Rector 

The Reverend Carl Knapp, Deacon 

Mr. Michael Berman, Minister of Music 

Mrs. Janice Fetscher, Parish Secretary 

Mr. John O’Neill, Sexton 

 

2011Vestry 

Jackie Anderson (Rector’s Warden) 

Pat Grow (Accounting Warden) 

Mary Wood (Treasurer) 

Larry Birch (Property Chair) 

Ginny Kaufmann (Secretary) 

Meredith Twardowski (Churchyard Recorder) 

Ken Burgess, Chris Gill, Don Hendrickson,  

David Knapton, Ralph Morgan, Barb Watson 

  

The Chimes 


